RETURN TO CONGRESS           247

popular evils is through the exercise of the
ballot. Strikes are only justifiable as a dernier
ressort. If this Congress will not protect labor
it must protect itself."101

In this discussion of labor Weaver showed
how fundamental he regarded the money and
monopoly problems. As has already been sug-
gested, no matter what the subject under con-
sideration might be, he usually connected it
with some phase of the money or monopoly
problem. Interstate commerce, the administra-
tion of the public lands and the land laws, as
well as labor troubles and social unrest, all
seemed to him to be the result of the lack of a
sufficient volume of the currency. In a broad

sense there was a large measure of truth in his
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contention, although in details and the concrete
administration of financial affairs he was often
mistaken and visionary. He was a pioneer and
a prophet, with the strength and the weakness
of such a personality. Many of his ideas have
been incorporated into our laws and conduct of
government, while others were impossible of
application and have been forgotten.

In December, 1885, Weaver re-introduced his
joint resolution proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States to provide
for the election of United States Senators by a
vote of the people in each State. He first intro-
duced such a resolution in January, 1881, dur-